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CURSE OF CHILD MARRIAGE
Mrs. Margaret E. Cousins has sent me notes of a tragic
case that appears to have just occurred in Madras and has
arisen out of a child marriage, the girl being 13 years and
the ' husband' 26. Hardly had the pair lived together for
13 days when the girl died of burning. The jury have
found that she committed suicide owing to the unbearable
and inhuman solicitations of the so-called husband. The
dying deposition of the girl would go to show that the
' husband' had set fire to her clothes. Passion knows no
prudence, no pity.
But how the girl died is beside the point. The indispu-
table facts are:
1.    that the girl was married when she was only 13 ;
2.    that she had no sexual desire inasmuch as she
resisted the advances of the ' husband';
3.    that the ' husband ' did make cruel advances;
4.    and that she is now no more.
It is irreligion, not religion, to give religious sanction
to a brutal custom. The Smritis bristle with contradictions.
The only reasonable deduction to be drawn from the
contradictions is that the texts that may be contrary to
known and accepted morality, more especially to the moral
precepts enjoined in the Smritis themselves, must be rejec-
ted as interpolations. Inspiring verses on self-restraint
could not be written at the same time and by the same pen
that wrote the verses encouraging the brute in the man.
Only a man innocent of self-restraint and steeped in vice
could call it a sin not to marry a girl before she reached the
age of monthly periods. It should be held sinful to marry a
girl for several years after the periods begin. There cannot
be even the thought of marriage before the periods begin.
A girl is no more fit to bear children on beginning the
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